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The Rabies Group

The Rabies Group is composed of viruses which involve the
nervous system only.
Rabies Virus
Proposed Name. Formido inexordbilis.
Disease Produced. Rabies.
Hosts Affected. All mammals. Fowl can be experimentally
infected. Reptiles and fish are insusceptible.
History and Distribution, Rabies is a disease which has been
recognized since ancient times. The disease was described as early
as 500 B.C. in dogs. The relationship of rabies in animals to human
rabies was recognized in A.D. 100 and cauterization of dog-bite
wounds was recommended.
Zinke in 1804 reported the transmission of rabies to a normal
dog by the inoculation of saliva from a rabid one. Thus the
infectiousness of the disease was proved and quarantine measures
on dogs were instituted in the Scandinavian countries as early
as 1826. Consequently, these countries have been free of the
disease for over 100 years.
The classical work of Pasteur, in the 1880's, which showed
that the virus could be modified so that it would produce immunity
without the hazard of producing the disease is one of the milestones
in medicine.
Although Pasteur had theorized that the etiological agent of
rabies was smaller than bacteria, Remlinger, in 1903, showed that
Berkefeld filtrates of brain tissue were infective. Also in 1903,
Negri described intracytoplasmic inclusion bodies in the nerve
cells of rabid animals, which are of diagnostic significance. These
inclusion bodies known as Negri bodies are found only in rabies.
There have been periods in history when rabies became epizootic
in European areas, but the disease usually is enzootic or sporadic
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